


































	 	 EDDIE THE ELEPHANT 
      Les Hooper 

Eddie the elephant could not decide 
In which direction he should strike 
His problem arose from more than a nose 
With his tail and his trunk so alike 

He asked of his mom but she didn’t know 
“It’s just how it is” she would say 
Eddie would sit and ponder the split 
He knew it could go either way 

Nothing would stop him he just had to know 
He read all the books he could find 
But nowhere was written from tiger to kitten 
Which way was forward and which was behind. 

He traveled around to seek out an answer 
And found an old man who was wise 
He asked how to tell which end was for smell 
And which was for swatting the flies 

The answer was simple he said with a twinkle 
You need just a brain and a trunk 
And if you can drink from the end that you think 
Then you should trust what you thunk. 



  RICKY THE RHINO 
     Les Hooper 

His friends would avoid him and enemies ran 
They screamed when he sniffed them and covered their rear 
He thought that he might be the freak of the land 
He wasn’t aware that his nose was a spear. 

His body was big with a head like a stone 
His legs were as sturdy as boulders 
Surprisingly fast for one with such mass 
Like a battering ram on his shoulders 

His family just shrugged ‘cause they didn’t know 
Cause they looked no different than he 
It seemed so natural to drive with a horn 
But a horn that could sever a tree 

Ricky was friendly and wanted to play 
But all of the rest were afraid 
“Get out of the way” the others would say 
And “Careful you don’t touch that blade” 

He said with a tear that they shouldn’t fear 
That his heart was as big as his head 
But a rock and a spear headed right for your rear 
Spoke louder than anything Ricky has said 

He couldn’t convince them, it felt so unfair 
So he left with his heart in his throat 
But the sound of a growl sent a chill through the air 
And he knew there was danger afloat 



He spotted a tiger on the branch where he sat 
As he crouched in a ready position 
As he wanted to dine on the victims in line 
But Ricky was ready to squish him 

He pointed his snout and began with a shout 
“leave them alone or you’ll wish you were dead” 
The cat turned around and looked to the ground 
And saw that he meant what he said 

The cat made a dash to avoid a big crash 
‘Cause Ricky was big as a house 
And once he displayed his most dangerous nose 
You’d better be quick as a mouse 

His action gave cause to a wondrous applause 
But everyone felt so ashamed 
The others were proud as he passed they all bowed 
And Ricky the Rhino was named ….  KING !! 


